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WG 2. Development of common European standards 
 



WG 2. Development of common European standards 
 

Written definition, limit, or rule, 
approved and monitored for 
compliance by an authoritative 
agency or professional or recognized 
body as a minimum acceptable 
benchmark 

What´s “standard” ? 
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}  StanDerm workshops/WG meetings took place: 

Berlin, 19-20 September 2013 
Bern, 7-8 April 2014 
Amsterdam, 6-7 October 2014 
Copenhagen, 5-6 October 2015 
Krakow, 12-13 October 2016 

}  WG 2 meetings: 

January 2015, Barcelona 
February 2015, Triest 
February 2016, Barcelona 

ISCH COST Action TD 1206 
Previous  WG 2 meeting 
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Crucial  WG 2 meeting 

} February the 25th (Thursday),2016 
} Barcelona  
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}  Introduction and methodology 
}  Definition of work-related skin disease WRSD and OSD 
}  Classification of WRSD and OSD 
}  Diagnosis of WRSD and OSD  
}  Assessment of occupational exposure  
}  Reporting of WRSD and OSD 
}  Treatment of OSD and WRSD: a focus on chronic hand dermatitis 

(CHD) and work-related skin cancer (WRSD)  
}  Prevention strategies for OSD and WRSD: a focus on CHD and 

WRSD 
}  Unmet needs in prevention, diagnosis and treatment of occupational 

and work-related skin diseases in Europe 
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E u ro p e a n c o u n t r i e s w i t h a n 
implemented dualism in health care 
(with a specialized statutory health 
care insurance for diagnosis and/or 
treatment of OD in addition to general 
health insurance) (middle column) 
versus countries with one national 
health service (without differentiation 
between occupational and non-
occupational causation of diseases) 
(right column)  



}  Introduction 
}  Definition of work-related skin disease (WRSD) and 

Occupational Skin Disease (OSD) 
 

Key message  
Work-related as well as occupational diseases comprise entities/
conditions with an occupational contribution. However, occupational 
diseases are additionally defined by diverging national legal definitions. 
These definitions have an impact on prevention, management and 
compensation. 
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}  Classification of WRSD and OSD  
Dermatosis arising through work or occupation  
   Occupational contact dermatitis, contact urticaria and allergy 

 Skin injury due to occupational exposure to corrosive substances 
 Occupational photoallergy and phototoxicity 
 Occupational acne and related disorders 
 Work-related disorders of skin pigmentation 
 Work-related cutaneous vascular disorders 
 Work-related skin infections and infestations 
 Skin manifestations of work-related poisoning 
 Occupational skin cancer …  
 Other occupational skin disorder  

Occupational Skin Diseases as in ICD-11 
Foundation draft 21.02.2015  
 
Robert J G Chalmers   MB FRCP    Consultant Dermatologist 
Co-Chair and Managing Editor  Dermatology Topic Advisory Group   WHO ICD Revision Projec 
We can adopt the short one or the long one. To be discussed.  
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}  Diagnosis of WRSD and OSD 
}  Diagnosis of occupational contact dermatoses 
}  UV-related occupational skin cancer 

Key message 1: Comprehensive and early diagnosis is key for prevention 
and management 
 
Key message 2: The diagnosis of WRSD / OSD should be based on 
existing guidelines and should include a multi-disciplinary approach. 
 
Key message 3: Patch testing is essential if contact dermatitis persists 
longer than 3 months or relapses 



Minimum Standards on Prevention, Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Occupational and Work-Related Skin Diseases in Europe –  position 
paper of the COST Action StanDerm (TD 1206) 

 
ISCH COST Action TD 1206 

}  Assessment of occupational exposure  

Key message 1: Workplace exposure assessment is an essential part of the 
assessment and management of patients with WRSD/OSD. 
  
Key message 2: Minimal requirements for workplace exposure assessment in 
diagnosis of WRSD/OSD include worker's medical and occupational history, physical 
examination and product labels/material safety data sheets assessment. 
  
Key message 3: Full labeling of product ingredients is required on MSDS in Europe. 
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}  Reporting of WRSD and OSD 

Key message 1: Current registries are usually incomplete. Accurate and 
complete reporting is important for monitoring and effective allocation of 
resources 
 
Key message 2: Reporting procedures should be transparent, simple and easily 
accessible to provide optimal care for affected workers. They contribute to 
preventing chronic and relapsing disease courses 
 
Key message 3: The investment in reporting systems offers a substantial 
reduction of cost related to medical care, retraining and compensation 
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}  Treatment of osd and wrsd: a focus on chronic hand dermatitis 
(CHD) and work-related skin cancer (WRSD)  

 

Key message 1: The treatment of work-related chronic hand dermatitis and 
skin cancers does not differ from the corresponding non work-related 
dermatoses. In addition, avoidance of the trigger factors as e.g. skin contact 
irritants and allergens or sun exposure at the workplace by technical and/or 
organizational measures is essential  
 
Key message 2: The use of available guidelines for treatment of chronic hand 
dermatitis and non-melanoma skin cancers are recommended 
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}  Prevention strategies for OSD and WRSD : a focus on CHD and WRSD 

Key message 1: The aim of primary prevention is maintaining a healthy worker by 
creating safe work places. This includes risk assessment at the work places and 
early intervention 
 
Key message 2: The aim of secondary prevention is to avoid disease chronicity 
and/or progression by early diagnosis and intervention 
 
Key message 3: The aim of tertiary prevention is medical and occupational 
rehabilitation of workers with an established disease 
 
Key message 4: Minimal requirements for the prevention of work-related/
occupational hand dermatitis and skin cancer include regular use of personal 
protective equipment and regular provision of health and safety information in 
vocational schools and workplaces 
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}  Unmet needs in prevention, diagnosis and treatment of 
occupational and work-related skin diseases in Europe 

}  Research  
}  Knowledge Transfer  
}  Legal /socio-political approach  
}  Harmonisation/Global approach  
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Subject categorie MEDICINE, GENERAL & INTERNAL 
 

 
ISCH COST Action TD 1206 



Minimum Standards on Prevention, Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Occupational and Work-Related Skin Diseases in Europe –  position 
paper of the COST Action StanDerm (TD 1206) 

 
ISCH COST Action TD 1206 



Current scientific challenges of  
occupational skin diseases (OSD) in Europe 

Thank you… 
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